PILSEN
EDUCATIONAL
SIGNS FOR THE
MARY ZEPEDA
NATIVE GARDEN

In Pilsen, four organizations came together to transform a polluted vacant lot into a native garden that will benefit the
environment and the surrounding community in multiple ways. With input from community partners, The Field Museum created
garden signage to explain the transformation of the space and the various purposes it will serve. Casa Michoacdn translated the
signs into Spanish. Together, these signs pay tribute to the lot’s former owner, connect the garden to the community’s history and
the partner organizations’ initiatives, present a vision for a greener community, and invite the visitor to get involved.

CHICAGO COMMUNITY

\ CLIMATE ACTION TOOLKIT
Image courtesy of The Field Museum, al rights reserved
climatechicago.fieldmuseum.org

Find this and other climate action tools at
climatechicago.fieldmuseum.org
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INDUSTRIAL HISTORY
AND LEGACY

Pilsen's history is tied to the industries that turned Chicage into one of the nation's

the biggest sources of pollution in Pilsen have been the Fisk coal-fired power plant on
Cermak ond the H. Kramer bross foundry on 21st Street. The foxic woste from these

sources reaches residents through the air, soil and water.

HISTORIA DE INDUSTRIA Y HEREDAMOS

La Historio de Pilsen se relaciona con la industria gue tronsformo a Chicogo, en uno
de los civdodes industrioles mas grandes de la nacion. Estas industrias crearon
trabajos, pero a vn costo muy alfe para el medio ambiente. Las fventes mas grandes de
contaminacien de Pilsen se habian encontrado en la industria de la guema de Carbon en

el area de Cermak y la fabrica de lotdn en la calle 21. El desecho toxico de estos afecta o

los residentes, por medic del aire, tierra y agua.
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Everyone has a right to cleon air, land
and waler—yet Laotine and African-
American communities must often
endure higher levels of environmental

hazards thot can be detrimental to their

and Reform Organization [PERRO)
has led the community in opposing

industries that contaminate Pilsen.

In March 2012, Midwest Generation

anncunced that the Fisk plant would

close by the end of the year—a major

victory for Pilsen. The community will
now focus its efforts on cleaning up
the site and enwvisioning new uses for
it. To join the fight for enviFconmental

justice, wvisit: www.pilsenperro.org.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Todas las personas ienan derecho al puro,
tierra y agua—en la actvalidad comunidodes
Lotinas y Afro-Americanas tienen que
aguantar niveles mas altes de peligros

ambientales gque pueden ser perudiciales

and Reform Organizotion (PERRO) hao
trabojodo en proyectos de lo comunidod
paro cponerse a que los industrias sigan

confaminando lo comunidaod de Pilsen.

En Marzo del 2012, la compaonia Midwest
Generation anuncid gue su planta Fisk
cerraria a fines del afoc—un gran logro
para Pilsen. La comunidod enfocora
sus esfuerzos en lo limpieza del sitic y
creard nuevas propuestas para el wso
adecvado del sitic. Pora oblener mas
informacion  sobre esta  lucha  wisita:

www. pilsenperro.org.

PERRCYs Mission: PERRD belisves all people howve the right to live in o cleon ond healthy anvironment,

regardliess of their roce ond closs. Its mission is to spreod oworenesss obouwt this concept of environmental

justice ond moke Pilsen o healthier ploce to live, work, and roise children.



Mow a gorden with mony envirconmental benefits, this spoce was once a vacant
lot with dangerous levels of lead and mercury. To protect people from contoct wath
these toxins, a laoyer of gravel and geotfextile fabric was loid on top of the existing

sail, creating a barrer between garden visitors and the contaminoted soil below.

BAhora wuvn jordin con muoechos beneficios medic ombientales, este
espacio, fue uno wer un terreno wvacie con niveles peligrosos de plomo y
mercuric. Paora profteger a las personaos del contocte con las substancias
foxicas, wno copa de grava y fejido de geotexhile hao sido  puesto
encima la tfierra, creando uvna barrera entre wvisitantes del jardin vy lo

tierra contominada.

This garden waos built by the colloboration of four organizations. and the efforts of
many valunteers. Pilsen suffers from many other environmental problems which
con only be solved by the collective action of community residents.
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IN PILSEN

IMMIGRATION

Pilsen has a long history as a neighborhood of immigrants. Todaoy the

neighborhood is one of the cullural and political centers for Chicoge’s growing
Latino population. Today you can find many residents fighting to keep families

together in an era of deportation.

PILSEN......CUIDAD DE INMIGRANTES

Pilsen tiene una larga historia como vn vecindario de inmigrantes. Hoy en dia el
vecindario es uno de los centros culturales y politicos para lo comunidad lating
gue a ide aumentando en Chicago. Hoy se pueden encontrar muchos residentes
gue estan luchando por los derechos de los inmigrantes tratondo de mantener los

fomilias vnidas y poner vn alto a los deportaciones.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

This is a place for children, teachers aond parents to explore the possibilities of
ouvtdoor education. Research shows that environmental educotion is associated

with improved motivation and crtical thinking.

EDUCACION AMBIENTAL

El jardin, es un lugor pora nifos, moestros y padres de familio, pora gue puedan

explorar las diferentes posibilidades de educacion al oire libre. Investigociones
recientes muestran gue educacion sobre el medio ambiente se asocia con mayor

mativacion y pensamiento crifico.
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THE MICHOACAN COMMUNITY

Every year, more than one hundred million Monarch butterflies migrate between Mexico

and the U.5. and Conoda — but due to climate change, the Monarch’s numbers are

declining. FEDECMI/Casa Michoacan, a lecal organization that integrates and defends

the rights of immigrants, views the Monarch as a symbol of peace and freedom across

borders.

LA MARIPOSA MOMARCA Y LA COMUNIDAD MICHOACAMA

Caoda ano mas que cien millones de mariposaos Monarcas emigron entre Mexico los
Estados Unidos y Canada, pero debido al combio climatico, el nomero de las Monarcas
esta disminuyendo. FEDECMI/Casa Michoocan es una organizacion que trobaojo en la
integrocion y defensa de los derechos de los inmigrantes, y ve a la mariposa Monarca

como un simbolo transnacional de paz y libertad entre fronteras.

MISION

La Federacion de Clubes Michoacanos en lllingis (FEDECMI) Casa Michoocan, es uvna
organizacion sin fines de lucro gque se dedica a la promocion de actividades culturales,
sociales, deportivas y educotivas entre la comunidod michoocana, mexicana e inmigrante

en general con vna vision transnacional.
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Dwue to a lock of green spoce, community leaders formed an allionce to fransform
this area from o polluted vocant lot fo sofe, climote-friendly garden: This space

also serves os a ploy area for young children and an ouvtdoor clossroom for health

and education,

NO DEJEMOS NINOS ADENTRO

Por falta de espocios verdes, los lideres de la comunidod formaron vnao alionza

para cambiar esta area, de un espacio contaminodo y vacio a un seguro, amistoso

jardin. Tambien este espacio sirve como un lugar donde los mifos pueden jugar al

aire libre brindondo espacios saludables.
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND

POPULATION SHIFTS

Climate change is expected to spur massive migrations in the years o come. In Mexico,
climate change is already having huge impacts, such as landslides. Many Pilsen residents
feel a glebal responsibility toward the envircnment. As you enjoy this garden, think about

what you can do to help our planet and all the pecple who call it home.

CAMEBIO CLIMATICO ¥ CAMBIOS EN LA POBLACION
El cambio climatico, va a seguir incrementando las migraciones masivas en los proximos

derrumbes que hon ofectodo al pais. Muchos residentes. gque viven en Pilsen sienfen una
enorme responsabilidad anfe los temas del medic ambiente,
Como puedes disfrutar este jardin?... piensa sobre alge gque tu puedes hacer para ayudar

a nuestro planeta y todas las personas que viven agui.




Diabetes, high cholesterol, and cbesity are roising concerns across the U.5. When

children learn the value of exercise sarly on, they are less likely to develop one of
these life-threatening condifions. Time ouvtdoors also contributes to their emotional

well-being.

SALUD

En temas como la Diabetes, alio colesterocl y obesidad, son vn foco de atencidn en
la comunidad norfteamericona. 51 educamos a nuestros nifios en lo importancia
de laos actividodes al woire libre, esto ayudora a disminuir el riesgo de
desarrcllen alguna de estas enfermedodes. Ademas consideremos que los

actividades al aire libre tombién contribuyen a la bienestar emocional ¥y a unao

buena ouvtoestima.
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